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Abstract content

The warming of the climate system is now unequivocal and a strong warming of air
temperature as well as an acceleration of sea-level rise is projected in the
Mediterranean regions of Europe (IPCC, 2013). At the same time, adaptation measures
are being set up to cope with the impacts of those changes on both the environment
and the society. To which extent do these adaptation policies actually meet the
challenge posed by future climate change? To answer this question, a detailed
understanding of the current practices of adaptation is needed, as well as a
comprehensive view of how this adaptation is perceived by its main actors. However,
such information is lacking at present. Therefore, a literature review has been
combined with 47 semi-structured interviews conducted on three coastal sites in
France, Portugal and Greece, where different approaches toward risk prevention and
adaptation to climate change are in place. In order to identify gaps between the
theoretical framework and the practical situation at local scale; the interviewees have
been asked with their general knowledge of climate change (present and future
changes) and on the existing and desirable adaptation policies / measures.

The interviews and the literature review underline similarities and differences in the
countries approaches, organization and awareness. France, Portugal and Greece have
different level of national policies development regarding climate adaptation and
climate change awareness can be influenced by local in situ situations. But even when
climate change and climate adaptation are subjects of concern, a lack of concrete
“local” implementation is pointed out by stakeholders, as very few adaptation
measures have been implemented yet. Indeed, climate adaptation is recognized as a
traversal issue by the interviewees. Hence, related policies have to fit within already
developed and complex sectorial legal frameworks related to water management, risk
prevention, health, environment and so forth.

Literature review and stakeholders interviews both highlight the time scale issues
related to difference between climate change and political mandate’s time horizons.
They also stress a gap between science and non-scientific local stakeholders for
expected knowledge and actions, and this gap tends to be reinforced by the
complexity of the legal framework for climate adaptation. This complexity is
particularly pointed out by interviewees acting at regional and local scales in France,
which is the country where adaptation to climate change has been the most
considered in various regional sectorial policies.

To overcome these specific barriers to adaptation, the interviewees suggested that
one first step could be the creation of interest groups at regional level, gathering all
concerned actors and a complementary lead could be to adopt laws at the national
level to incite local authorities to act together with regional actors. The next step
would then be to design adaptation measures and to assess their efficiency.
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